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The American Wife of
the Earl of Granard a
Puzzle to the English

e HAT is she trying ta do?”
Al over England they
are asking the question about
the rarely rich Lady Granard, until January
last Beatrice Mills, of New York, and since
then the bride of the earl of Granard, masier
of horse of King Edward's household.
From the hour when the brilliant Be-
atrice, as Countess Granard, blinded and daz-
zled and dazed with her Golcanda of jewels
the nobility and royalty of the realm she has
Leen the fascinating, irritating, twon't-let-one-
sleep-o’-nights puzzle of the British people.
And from the minute they imagine they
have solved her. she breaks out in a new place,
like some restless volcano of splendor, taking
courts by storm or hypnotizing the prolctariat.
“WWhat'—and by this time the question
is beginning to have in it a note of pained
anxiety—""swhat is she trying to do?"’

T FIRST, when she made her Initlal appearance

at the Bnglish court on the night of February

26, everybody was astoundced, but no onec was

puzaled. After tho slow—and candidly envious

—recpvery of her now and distingulshed cirele of

requalntance from the blazing shock of her jewels Lho
cxplapation s¢erued to be cbvious,

Simply anothaer of these glory-thirsting American
brides, don't you know, endowed with a superabun-
dance of wealth, who, having learned in thelr women's
colleges nothing but the legend of Cleopatra and tho
pear], stand ready to repeat the trick with as many
pearls, dlamonds, rubles, sapphires and the whole list
of stones dawn to plain anthracite, so long as their
papaa’ funds hold oyt and they can enjoy making the
nelghborhoad sit up and take notice.

Tt certalnly looked that way, although, In point of
unvarnished truth, the now American countess, for that
first court function, had adorned herself with no gems
other than those which dropped into her lap as wed-
ding presente,

Above Ker brow shone the huge pear-shaped dla-
monds of & wide tiaya, the gift of her parents. Around
her white neek rayed varl-colored gleams fram tha
broad band of diamonds given her by her Immensoly
wealthy grandfather, 12, O, Mills, of New York. On
her bosom—for she necessarlly appeared en decollote-
flowed the scintillating splendors of the great neck-
lace, with a band of superb stones fringed wilh dla-
monds, that was glven her by the Whitelaw Relds,
measuring nearly six !nches in depth.

LIVING PILLAR OF LIGHT

Her very gown, ils slesves sprayed with dlamonds
trembling and dancing on almost Invisible platinum
wires, seemed composed of gold, sllver and jowels,
until, under the brilllant lizghts that shone upon her,
she was a lving plilar of light and fire that almnost
burt the eye

The whole court of King Edward conceded Lady
Granard's triviaph; there was nothing elge to say, As
for her reasons, why, any woman—with or without
such & face and figure—could understand why she had
etormed soclety In her crown and corselot of Jewels.

But barely a month went Ly befors the bride of thin
king’s master of horse seemed to take the bit In Ler
teeth and fing horself into the race for soclal dlstine-
tion with all the ardor and recklessness that hLave
characterized campaigns for the Derby by England's
most daring plungers.

On the night of Friday, March 19, she gave an {m-
mense aud magnificent reception, which instantly
marked her us one of the feremost “political” honoue‘a
of the Liberal party, to which the earl is allled, and
as instantly eet her apart from oll other women of
preminence except the wealthy and brilllant group of
plberal entertainers composed of the countess of
Crewe, the countess of Be wuchamp, Mrs. Lewls Har-
court, the Baroness Faversham and others,

Untll Lady Granard's fairly thrilllng appearance
on thelr gala scene those fouy Iulj‘rs' named had been
the “soclal cabinet” of Mre. Asquith, wife of Great
Britain's premier.

After that momentous Fridoy night tho American
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Coameessd ok Crewea,

helress not only stoed upon thelr level as a Liberal
liostess, but threatened to elbow one or another of
them inlo obscurity upless 311 could held the tremen-
dous pace she was setiing

“What Is she trying to do?" London was demanding
next morning. And the question was gsked most anx-
fously Ly the four women who., until the previous
night, had enjoyed updisputed eminence {n the party
In powar.

Now, the countess of Crewe is the wife of the sec-
retary of stato for the colonies, and, icr mother Leing
a Rothschild, she is heiress to much of the uncounted
Rothschild wmillions.

ITitherto she has been reckoned the handsomest
Liveral in her party. It is she who, with Sir Edward
Gray, secretary of state for foreign affalrs, a widower,
makes the diplomatic presentations at court. So Lady
Granard could scarcely hope to rival her.

But the countess of Beauchamp, gister of the duke
of Westminster, 18 the wife of the lord steward of the
king's houschold, and she takes precedence of the wife
of the king's master of horse, These small distinctions
as to which shall have place going In to dinner are
bitterly vexatious; and anything Lady Granard's wealth
may be able to aceomplish In the way of advancing
the wife of the earl of Granard beyond the wife of the

carl of Beauchamp would be considered by every ono
as a notable achlevement.

o

SHE TRYING to

Conrmress Do clams .

Then, In Mrs. Harcourt there s another rival whosa
propinquity must Lring the joy of battle to any wom-
an's heart, for the wife of the first commissioner of
workg, a cabinet minister, is an Amerlcan woman, the
daughter of tha late Wglter Burps, who was once a

parvtner of J. Plerpont Morgan. Both she and her hus=-

band ave very rich, and Mr. Haycourt is ane of the
King's personal frlends, as well as a “{avorite son’
of the Liberal party.

The Baroness Faversham is as clover as her hus-
band, and the couple have all the wealth that Is ve-
gquired to allow them to entertain upon the most lavish
ecale,

Does Lady Granard hope to vault in her ambition
beyond the place held by any one of these? Great
Britaln, after that epochal affaiy of Friday night lato
in March, hastened to mako sume expert caleulations.
Thoeve must be something Lack of all this extravagant
outlay, you know; and only think of the rocket-like
career of Lord Curzon as sponh a8 ho married that other
beautiful and gmbitlous Amgrican, Miss Lelter!

HIGH HONOR IN SIGHT

As for thalv maiesties, had not Lady Granard been
vouchsated the exceptional honor af being invited to a
1ittle private dinnep with them pefore shie so much as
had made her appearapce at court—and that upen the
very evening of the nlght when she did fiyst show
herself?

And as for position, Isn't the eavl of Aberdeon, lord
Heutenant of Iyelapd, positively known to be more than
tired of his almeost royal vost, since the awful scandal
of the stolen jewels at Dublin Castle hias left upon his
administration & blot that cannot he wiped away?

And isn't there precedent for an American vieces
relne In Ireland, since the late Lady Curzon's wealth
swiftly ralsed her jusband to the vice royalty of India?

Bes!des~and here was a clincher—thao cayl of dran-

2,

ard Is roally and truly an Irleh peer, for all his estates
are located there. 1t looked very much as though the
secret of the dlamonded Amerlean bride had been dis-
covered on the zpot

Then, of all the blzarre things for any woman to do
who had ambltions In her breasi, off went the countess
of Granard and caught cold
Could an Englishwoman have even Imogined such a

ruse? Could an American one have droamed of (t, with-

out the asslstance ¢f some phnermally gifted Yankeo
promoter to post her? However the ildea originated,
theres she was—oh, so appealing—with a cold on that
lovely chest which had so recently flashed rainbow hues
in diamonds. Perheps the chill of the heartless jawels
had struck {n.

Well, it happened, just about then, that the earl of
Granard got the high Order of St Patricl, which is a
soverclgn remedy for coughs, colds and the grip, be-
cause It hrings the warm gunsghine of royal favoer on
the whoele family: and a!l sorts of voyal cquipages came
whizzing up to the paor, sick countess’ door to learn
whether she couldn’'t please hurry up and get well,

Which she forthwith did

A well-conducted countess would have stayed right
thaere, after that, basking In the warm spricg sun-
shine of the royal pralles. But pot for Beatrice, Lady
Granard

Next thing England knew there she was down In
Spaln, belng privately presented to Alfonso’'s young
queen and the bables, and the Spanish queen was al-
most weeplng tears of Jov at enjoying the chance to
chat with a human girl—and a bride—after the une
mitigated angulsh) of Spanlsh coyrt ceremony.

Queen Victoria gets the indigo blues about overy six
months, and uniess sonie gay gossiper like Lady Gran-
ard arrive to relleve the monotony, she dreams of fight
as the alternative of death from inanition.

The Spanlish officlals waere so Impressed with Lady
Granard's mien and entourage that they treated her us
a momber of the royal famlly: apnd Lady Granard was
s0 impressed with the novelty of Spanigh court lifs
thant she made up her mind Lo stay there untll the
middle of May,

That ought to have held her, to date. Great Britain
was sure Its new, beaut{ful international puzzle would
Jet its wearled braips alona for @ month or two, at
least. Byt fay was it from the confusing Lady Beatrlce,

Within a weak sho was buck agoin In Leondon,
preceded by torches of red fire and blaring trumpets,
attinded by processiong of boys and girls in Scoteh
and \Welsly costumes, attired In & gray-blue diregtoire
clotlhy coat and skirt that had a train soveral yards
long upheld by the cunningest little page in Kuee

The Boar

o
Ly
e

HE board bill of
the American
capary bird, last
year. amounted

> $10,000,000. And that
didn't take account of
his lodging

“She ate no more than
a bird.”

It is a quotation, of
course, althouzh not from
i any novel more recent
! \ e, than A. D. 1885, when
e delicate heroines were in

s fashion and practicel

ornithology was under-
stood only by poultry farmers.

“She cats like a bird” would be true now
of tlr: strapping, hearty heroing—and would con-
vey some practical idea of the bird's appetite.

The modern heroine weighs well up to 135
pounds, and she could keep it up, on the simple-
life diet, at u minimum cost of 2 a week. The
canury weighs barely an ounce or so; but his still
plainer food amounts to #2 a year,

8o faor as delicate dieting goee, the human
Lercine, as proved by statistics, 1s distinetly a

BIiLL of CANARY BInps,

$100000

bird; but what the hird is, and especially the
canary bird, becomes a much more grossly mate-
rial story.

N AMERICAN consul In Germany, Robert J.
A Thompgon, at Hapover, ravaging the earth
In his nelghbarhood for hard. Gradgrind facts
after the mannor of the new and omnjiscient
American oconsul everywhere, 1t upon the Innocent
canary this #pring and investigated him down to the
lagt particle of grit {in his tiny graw
o discoverad that therg aro no fawer than 5000 -
canarics warbling away In the United Stateg,
ench cating twenty-fve pounda of birdgeed in a year,
at 6 cents a4 pound for the seod, His admicing chiefs
fn the Department of Commorce and Labor promptly
informed the coyntry at large
Now, In the countr gt largo
men wWho lmport those birda by
and sell them agaln In lots a
canayry,
uire

nno

thore aro certain
tho hundred thousand
mall as an (ndividual
Those man were willing to let the main -
3% Lo Ltho total pumber of Lirds, stand; but they
arc profoundly conyinced that the expenso of keeping
them 13 very much higher.

IMPORTED BY THOUSANDS

In Philadelphia there i» one importer who brought
in 130,000 birds last year, with hls business still
Increasing. In the Jocel markel he disposed of 50,000
of them; the remaining were distributed
throughoul the Unjted Stotes

I am Hable,” sujd this extensive dealer, *to have
from 6000 to 10,000 Lirds In stock at g time, and the
calculation of a wholesaler, working ©n such an enor-
ipous scale, §s that It costs him 1 cent & weck for a
single bird's food. But that is something very differs
ent from the cost by the people who ‘keep
caparies as petg,

“The birdsced, sold Ip one-pound packazes, retajls
at 10 cents a pound; and whilo o bird will not eat
twenty-five pounds in a year, even most waste-

£0 000

borne

in the
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ful hoysehvld, It w|ll consune, en the average, seven-
teep pounds, making the direct retall the
sced $1.70 & year, Instead of $1.50.

“But the seed Is not all, Some five or &lx packages

r

of bird gravel, at &

cost of

cents a package, are an in-

dispensablo Item, ag lg at least one cuttlebone, which
5 centg

“Thoso Lwo adjuncts to the dietary, although they
afford no nutrlment, are as essential for the bird g
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knives, forks and spoons are for human bejngs. They
bring the f90d cost up to a fyull §2."

Not a wholly negligihle expense, thia of the
canary'a little board LI}, and yet considerably leas
than the total of his malntenance, tor his lodging
must be reckoned with

That lodging, including the minor factor of the

hiousing of othegr feathered pets, like parrots, kecps
soing the catablishments of five menufaoturers of
bird cages and supporty in comfort 1000 worlk people.

The expoeyt estimateo Is that the life of a cage ls
that of two and one-half successive bird tenants,
0 that It may endure from one to ten years, with
an average of four years, and, at an average cost of
$2 4 cage. may amount annually to from 20 to 69 cents.

Adding the Incidentals of breakage of cage fur-
niture and small but necessary repairs, and dlsre-
garding wholly the item of attendance, which Is usu-
ally & lgbor of love, tho maintenance of the average
canary {3 cheap to its owner at $2.50 a year—a total
of $§12.300,000 annually for the estimated §,000,000
birde in the Unplted States.

But a2 million dollars and
for the net cpst of renewal of stock, good birdn cost-
ing from 3200 to $0 aplece, and thls country now
Importing at least 23 per cent, of the 2,000,000 birds
bred in the Hartz mountain district {n Burope every
year,

In Germany a really fine “roller” sells readily
for $25 or $50; In the Unlted States, 3560 for a canary
equal to & wholo orchestra would fill swith Intelerable
angulsh the soul of g willlonaire from whom as much
for a bird and some bottles would elicit merely a
grunt of approval at the size of his meal check.

more ls te be added

: /vgflbiknmpwv:xﬁ&uv?hiv/%Q:e
: fvz"lv Foletrcanl L e

on ot 15, S
ok Lo ekl GATE B

: y
diriiaAt

breeches, wearlng a high ' hat of bjur straw and
ostrich plumes surmounting her pretty head and a big
rape of pearls around her pyetty neck, her clear so-
prano volce making a publie speech, under a drapery
of the Amerlean fag, in Muswall Hall Athenacum, Lo
the voters of Hernsey, one of Londan's suburbs, A
Liberal candidate for Parliament fugnished the Ia-
eltement for her speech, and Lady tGranard furnished
the excitement foy the occarlon.

Did they flack to sec her? Well, the history of
the Liboral party apd of the suffragettes rolled up
together zouldn't paraljel the thellls of gmotion with
which all the wemen of HHornsey gaged upon the
American countess whe had lstt Wijlltam the Con-
queror an extremely dead |ssue and the llgquor ques-
debut as a

tion & mere maltter of the price. Hey
popular peolltician rivaled her first Appearance a3 a
countess,

Now, of courge, it wags settjed; It was Lady Gran-
ard far politjes.

But next thing London knew a grapd, If informal,
contest was glated for the opera seasel, with Lady
Ggrapard and the Amerlean duchess of Koxburghe,
formerly May Goelet, named as the pripejpals In ex-
hibitlons of their privete dliamond ecollections, ecach
to outdo the other as lopg ae the mines of Kimberley
and the Diamond Tryst can satand the atrain.

But the end isn't yet. The yueen of England has
recently made to Lady Granard a pregent of one of
bher favorite Cavac terriera, & bLreed native to the
west highlands {n Scotland; and that s a mark of
roval faver which has eften preceded tha conferring
of some high distinction upen the spousa of the re-
ciplent.

Lady Granard, who dpesn't care A& thing about
dogs, has taken tha queen's Cavag to her inmost heart,
a proceeding that Is just 1lke her—and Jike any woman
who wants something ¢he hag set her mind on.

But what? "What lo she dolng (t for?” England
Is demanding al} over sgaln; and there isn't any
angwor—=yat,

Pointers for Card
Players

CUMMON among eard plavers, writes an Eng-

sl autherity, whu wan endeavoring to instruct

his regdeys in the myster{es of hrjdge, is the
weakness of not being able to yemember the hands
that havae been played, trumps oy cards thrown out,
for Instgpce

In eorting the hand place Lhe trumps always to
the left and put the higheat cards of the yvarious sulta
to the rlght of the smaller cards. When any card
which was not the best of & suit hecomes such through
the play, soparate (L from Ita sylt and put It at the
Jeft of the trumps, If two orF mere vards become
the hest, put them together.

In arder to remembep your partners opening lead
put & small eard of that gylt among yeur trumps. it
you have only one tyump, put this cayd to the left of
It Thep, agaln, to be sure that you ghall not over-
laak a revoke made py vour adversaries, you should
suppose that the two sultg which are on tho right
in your hand represent the two pdversaries, and that
the sult furthest te the right shall represent the ad-
vergary eltting on your right, If either of them re-
nounces to a ault, place a small that sult
among the cards of the sult that vepiesents the player
This will net oply call your atten-

card of

who renaunces,
tion to the revoke, If ope has been made, but will
tdentify the player who made it

One of the wmest powerful alds lo memeory In card

garies is the ellmipation of unnecessary d¢ talls, be-

causo |t lgaves the mind free fop the Imporiant cle-
ments that nead eloso attenilon When dummy I8
lald down good players look It over, and if there £]
no passibility of accomplishing anything In a given
gult, thoy o net touch it and pay no atlentlon to it
They forget it, ellminate {t.

By cllmipating such aulls they usually zet down
to ope sull, or 4t most to two. upon which tha play
of tho hand will hinge. All thely faecultjies being con=
centrated on that, they can remember it down 1o

gpats, thelr mind belpg fre¢ to observe the dlscards

mede upon it, If any.
memory by

The meodern bridge player trains his
lapg practice, the foundation upon which he builds,
the fipst (act that he trleg o fix being the ¢vomparison
of his own hand with dummy’ The frst step is to
count up the number aof carda in edvi sult belween
the two hands and to fix upon the sult having the
sreatest number, This enables him  to recall the
orlginal disteibution of the sults and to mark how
manpy rounds have been plaved

fhe next thing the bridge player (ries to do as

is to fix In his memery the

hin fn each sult a.l;\i‘“ll:g
n=

he becomes more expert
high card hat are agalnst
\‘.'lft"h \’:yrsll(n:m to (allB AQier @ good deal of pr
he can remember down to the seven, sithough “Lar e
dlah tn one of his hooks speaks of such @it FE0T
plishment as If {t were pot to- be expectal ©

one but a genlus,

- . !

Strange Religious Rite
NE of the strange rellgious rites of India Is :’h"
O annual rope-silde pertormead at Kulu, In 8
Himalayas el
At a polat where there (s a cliff """"“’"s‘?s . px “;
cipitous gorge, several hundred feet {n wid== a“mk
hundred fcet In depth, a rope Is made fast to the 1¢ 2
The other end of this {s carrled across the gorse an
there secured to a stake

The total length of
t. SB( ee
between the two points |s rawn taul, .u)on,fl”:
and the ond attached to the clift in "velu|“ah:lt{ﬁ of
feot hizher than that fastened on the ODROSILE FITL 2
the ravine. Thus & slide s contrived, and 1t -
arous one to all apprarances ] =a hi
s 1t is down this Fn;c‘.hu; that the P”m'“‘;"M':‘J‘:“,\“I:
path. For the precipitous fourney a sort o o which
provided made of woud, with holes in it 'hFOUT-H S ole
the rope passes. But Lef a start 18 l}\ddﬂ ‘,:» Ndls
langth of the rope s ma wet llo p;'e,':nl the =4
m catehing firo from the friction
no'l‘he pcr(uﬁner sita antrige Lhis seat,’and to :lr'"“‘f“
sre fastened bags of sand, which serve t\-nlr";'lf i
they enable him to malnteln an upright pos| ~qu-~‘ the
ing his Mzhtning-like descent, und they Incr e tully
momentum. The luwer end of the rope is 'j‘ efore
wonnd with bits of carpet to cheek the epee ¢
the stake is reacnhed. i
This siide in the alr §s supposad to reveal

of the godn as Lo the crops of the appronching
1f the perilous trip is accomplished In & yfaty
tiful harvest Is ussured Naturazlly, 'h--r"m'"r o
care lo tnken to minlmize the dangers of the p Fhone
ance. The ceremony ls of anelent origin, and o
who engage In it az jherl form a small caste aps

the ropo

when d

the wiil §
senson.

a plens
¢
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